Reducing inpatient hospital costs: an attempt at Medicaid reform in Illinois.
While California's Medi-Cal program and Arizona's Health Care Cost Containment System have been subject to scholarly analysis, little has been written about a similar attempt at competitive bidding under Medicaid by Illinois. This article describes the process of implementing the Illinois Competitive Access and Reimbursement Equity (ICARE) program signed into law in 1984. The article examines hospital data and access implications for recipients and compares the Illinois program with other Medicaid contracting programs. A more thoughtful process of policy implementation is urged for such reform attempts in Medicaid.